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AD VER TIS EME NT. 


HEN Dr. Hallifax ſirſt engaged his ſervices to the 
party that has been for ſome time forming againſt 

the petitioners, it was declared to be his profeſſed inten- 
tion TO GO THROUGH THE SUBJECT. | 


The avowal was ſo notorious, and of ſuch conſequence, 
that he found no difficulty in attracting the attention of 
_ crowded audiences, who eagerly ran together upon the 
flattering expectation of being able, at once, to ſatisfy 
their curioſity, and to form their judgement, from the 
view they were to be furniſhed with of the whole compaſs. 
of the argument. After a deal of flimſy declamation, with- | 
out the ſmalleſt attempt towards a rational enquiry, in any 
matter that concerned the petitioners, it was declared, 
much to the ſurprize of every body, that the Doctor had 
finiſhed the ſubject he had undertaken ro co THROUGH. | 
The diſcourles were ſoon ſent into the world; and every 
impartial, unprejudiced man, took the liberty of peruſing 
them, and judging for himſelf. We, amongſt the reſt, 
ſoon found, that the public and the petitioners had been 
_ equally hardly dealt with :—That the one had been egre- 
giouſly impoſed upon, and the others ſcandalouſſy miſ- 
repreſented. Irritated by ſuch injurious proceedings, 
we immediately conceived it to be our duty to lay 
once more a true and perfect ſtate of the caſe, both be- 
fore the Unzverſity and before the world at large: In con- 
| jy a 5 ſequence p 


E11-) 
ſequence of this, the produce of our labours had been 
for ſome time at the preſs, and its publication delayed 
only by an accidental circumſtance, when a {ſecond edi- 
tion of the Doctor's diſcourſes ſuddenly made 1ts appear- 
ance. To this edition is prefixed an advertiſement, 
attended with as curious a circumſtance, as can well be 


conceived to happen upon any occaſion. For it con- 


tains a molt remarkable declaration, amounting in effect 


to a voluntary confeſſion, tho to the eternal injury of his 


own reputation, that he has all this while been wantonly 
trifling with a ſubject, which, he declares at the ſame 
time, moſt of all demanded a ſerious diſcuſſion, and the 


PUBLIC ATTENTION. | 


That we may not be thought to have given an unfair 
repreſentation of this matter, we will here tranſcribe his 
own words. * In the controverſy concerning ſubſcrip- 
* tion to articles of religion, two things ought principally 


* to be attended to. One is, whether ſubſcription to 


human formularies of faith, can lawfully be required, 
* from the teachers of an eſtabliſhed religion, by way 
ol teſt of their opinions: The other is, ſuppoſing this 


_ © tobe lawful, whether ſubſcription to the articles of the 


* church of England, as they ſtand at preſent, be a proper 
** teſt of ſuch opinions.” Here the Doctor begins to diſ- 


cover for the fr/2 time, a clear apprehenſion of his buſi- 


neſs; but mark the ſubſequent declaration“ The fol- 
loving ſermons do not enter into a diſcuſſion of either 
** of theſe points—otherwiſe than incidentally.” Not- 
withſtanding he had repeatedly boaſted that he would 

3 GO 


(iii) 

GO THROUGH THE SUBJECT; and has allowed above, 
that hee are the two things which ought principally to be 
attended to; he very 'GFNEROUSLY confelles that he has 
hitherto been impoſing upon his friends, and has himſelf 
given a ſerious attention to neither of them, —otherwiſe 
than zncidentally; and indeed ſo very incidentally, that 
aſter the cloſeſt inſpection, and moſt painful reſearch, we 
have not been able to ſelect out of a protufion of chaff 
and ſlulble, one ſingle N of argumentation, of the 
Jpectes we were looking for. But the ſecret 1s now ex- 
tracted from his own mouth; what he has advanced in 
the remaining part of his advertiſement, amounts to an 
expreſs declaration, that his diſpute 1s merely PERSONAL. 
And we can pollibly put no other conſtruction upon the 
caſe, than that being ſenſible of his firſt error, he is now 
earneſt to make a ſeaſonable and ſafe retreat, from that 
untenable ground which at the firlt onlet he rafhly pro- 
felled to occupy and defend. 


But having engaged too far to quit the ſubject entirely, 
he now begins to be a little circumſpect; his prudence 
has at laſt directed him to limit his operations to a point 
where his known talents for abuſe are moſt likely to 

help him out; and to endeavour to cover his deficiency 
in true ſhirit, by a more than ordinary ebullition of froth 
and foam. We are now again peſtered with the intolera- 
ble cant of * Spurious chriſtianity” — Modern re- 
formers New divines, &c.“ by which terms it is art 
fully inſinuated, that the preſent complainants are devoid 


of all principle, at they repudiate chriſtianity itſelſ: 
and 


(iv) 


and ſince no rational objection can be oppoſed to their 


plan, it is hoped as effectually to do their buſineſs, by 
faſtening an imputation upon their characters. 


But as our ſagacity has happily led us in the following 
addreſs to the conſideration of this very point, we ſhall 
now ſubmit our cauſe with pleaſure to the cand:d reader; 
and if he meets with a few warm and ha expreſſions, 


which in other circumſtances he might deem offenſive, we 


requeſt the favour of him to refer them to their true caule, 


to conlider them as the involuntary effects of that juſt 


indignation which has been forcibly excited in our minds 
by the ſupreme horror of the CRIME here alluded to. 


It may not be impertinent to obſerve further, that ſince 


the publication of the former edition, no objections of 
any weight having been made, either to the nature or 
exccution of the author's defign, he 1s inclined to hope, 


that not only his management of the various criticiſms 
upon the ſcriptural paſſages is unexceptionable, but alſo 


that his general argument, and incidental remarks, are 


built upon a good and ſolid foundation. It would be 


ridiculous to take particular notice of ſuch defects as are 


conſtantly attendant upon an haſty publication;—an 
inaccuracy of expreſſion, —a few literal and typographi- 


cal errors, are contingencies for which, he conceives, the 


diſpatch which the circumſtances of the caſe required, i 
will be a ſuſſicient apology; and with reſpect to certain 
expreſſions, which ſome have repreſented as ſavouring 
too much of intemperale paſſion, che author, after the 
cooleſt 


. 

cooleſt reflection, cannot but think that the occaſion not 
only juſtified, but actually demanded the ſevereſt terms of 
cenſure and indignation. This ſurely mull be admitted 
by every one, who takes into the account the unwar— 
rantable artiſices made uſe of by the Doctor, with a de- 
ſign to bring into diſrepute a large number ol his inno- 
cent brethren, by loading them with the indilcretions ol. 
one or two men, with whom, it does not appear, they 
have as to their religious principles the leaſt connection: 
| beſides that, his own illiberal treatment of reſpectable 
characters is without example, of which conduct he now 
ſtands ſelf- convicted; the circumſtance of his omitting in 
the ſecond publication a very material part of his abuſe, 
amounting to a tacit confeſſion, that thro' the ſuggeſtions 
of his friends, he has at laſt been affected with a ſfeaſona- 
ble remorle of conſcience and ſenſe of ſhame. 
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Dr. H A I. L IFA X, G. 


e Sen, 


HEN with an aſtoniſhing preſumption, to be paralleled ouly 

bythe extraordinary event of the enterprize, you lately ſtept forth 

the profeſſed Champion in an important cauſe, that demanded at leaſt | 
ſome ſmall ſhare of Candour, Honeſiy, and Learning; it ſome, who were 
conſcious of your total deficiency in every internal qualification, ſin- 
cerely pitied your temerity; yet, you cannot but be aware that others, 
knowing you to be ſupported by the voice, and to be ſheltered under the 
auſpices of an auguſt patronage, were but too eaſily led to conceive, that 
your duty would be diſcharged with a certain peculiar adroitneſe, 
declarative of a vaſt ſuperiority of talents in the ASPIRING LEADER, | 


Upon no occaſion, however, have the expeuricns of the public been 
more diſappointed, though a very little reflection upon the nature of the 
undertaking, might ſoon have convinced us, that your powers were 
„„ -B much 
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much too feeble for the talk you had engaged in; certain it is, that the 
falſe eſtimation ſo raſhly made of them, has not leſs forcibly contributed 
to the weight of your own fall, tlian it has juſtly alarmed and diſcon- 
certed thoſe friends, who had confided with a careleſs ſecurity in their 
i naginaty excellence, We ourſelves are not a little concerned in the 
ſingularity of your unhappy fate, apprehenſive as we are, that thoſe 
abilities which have been already 1o ridiculouſly overprized, will not be 
now rated high enough to ſerve even the ſecondary purpole of exalting 
your obſcure antagoniſts into notice; and ſince you have ſo publicly 
betrayed your own weakneſs and that of your caule together, 1t might 
have been prudential in us to have left you to be tortured by the pity of 
your friends, and the contempt of your foes, had not ſome important 
circumſtances in the courſe of your exploits, extorted the Juſt relent- 
ment of all hone/t men. 


With reſpect to the publication now before us, which has been uſhered 
into the world with ſo much parade, under the ſignature of your name 
and titles, we muſt do you the uſtice to declare, that the compoſition itſelf 
would ſoon have referred us to the Author: It is, indeed, an offspring” 
that bears about it ifallible marks of its parent; nothing can more 
forcibly attract our notice by few and oftentation, but ſhew and oftenta- 
tion are all its exiſtence. Amidſt a gay profuſion of laboured and 
affected eloquence, the Reader is conſtantly at a loſs. to ſecure the objett 
he is in ſearch of---the country we have traverſed appears to be the reſi- 
dence only of {material forms---we have been every where accoſted by 

airy fantoms, which, unable to reſiſt the touch, we have found, upon a 
nearer approach, to be ever fugitive and unſubſtantial. 


. « We have read it over, 

And it is nothing, nothing in the world, 

0 Unleſs we can nd ſport in your intents, 
Extremely ſtretch'd, and conn'd with cruel pain, 
1 do Yours? LF ſomeèe lervice.” | 


Fi 


Were we diſpoſed to mark your oratory, to cavil at ſtyle, and ridicule 
diction, you have indeed taken care to furniſh i in a vaſt variety of exag- 


gerated 


(9 7 
gerated thoughts, inconſiſtent expreſſion, and jumbled merger, an exon, 
DIC ſubject. tor the petulancy of criticiſm; but we dwell not upon little 
matters; for though a combination of high-ſounding words mey _ 
times operate, as a charm, upon the ears of fools; yet, in the preten 
caſe, few Readers can be ſo dull as not to diſtinguiſh, at the firity.ew, 
between a candid remonſtrance to inform the underſtanding, and an 
artful attempt to delude the judgment. 


But there is one point reſpecting the productions now before us, 
which, as it highly demands our attention, ſo no apology could juſtify 
our paſting over in ſilence We mean the conſideration of their 
having made their firſt appearance in the PuLeiT. It cannot but be 
matter of great wonder, that any Drvixz ſhould imagine that perſonal 
reflection and low abuſe, can be any ornament to his Sermons, or could 
poſſibly be rel:ſhed by a ſenſible and diſcerning audience, met together 
for the purpoſes of religious exerciſe. If you thought that thus pub- 
licly ſtigmatizing the victims of your revenge, would be received in 
general with. pleafure and complacency, the event certainly did not 
anfvie r your expectations. We have authority to inform the world, that 
even the younger part of your congregation, little addicted as they are 
to the ſeverity of forms and diſcipline, had, however, /en/b:hity enough 
to be /bocked at a glaring breach of good 1 and religion enough 
to reſent the violation. of a Saxervary, And indeed, what Nat 
could be ſo wifecding, what Conſtitution fo Sladd as to ſee Shur 
_ emotion, the proſtitution of that facred ſtation, which, till then, Bu. 
_ piety had approached with Blibes, and Inf fdchty itſelf had beheld with. 
Reverence. 


SGuſpicion, and unprovoked invective, have long ſince been pro | 
nounced by Moraliſts, to be an indelible mark of a corrupt mind. 
Thou thoughteſt wickedly that Tam even ſuch an one os thyſelf, is the cdia- 
racter which the Pſalmiſt gives of an 7mmecra] man;---and thoſe who have 
acquired their knowledge of human nature more by experience than by: 
1atuition, ſcruple not to aſſert, that faul language is always found to be the 
noiſome overflowing of a much fouler foul, We leave you to make the 


appli icationz. 


640 


appl. cat.onz and yet we cannot avoid remarking upon this oxcaſton, 
that by delcend:ng to mean ſuggeſtions, you have given us a certain inti- 
mation of a great dearth of argument relating to the merits of your cauſe; 
and we have realon to be convinced, even before we enter upon the 
ſubject, that we can direct our attack with equal advantage either to 


your Head or your heart. 


It ſometimes happens that men of warm fancies, and intemperate 
zeal, raſhly engage in controverſies, and if they can be faid to have left 
their cauſe no work than they found it, the event adminiſters little occa- 
ſton of triumph to the enemy, or of diſſatisfaction to the partiſan: But 


it 1s perfectly aſtoniſhing that a man, not deſtitute of crdinary ſagacity, 


educated, as 1t were, in the ſchool of diſputation, and profeſſing to have 


traverſed the very profundity of the preſent diſquiſition, ſhould coolly 


enter the liſts, and the very moment he begins to move, ſhould counteract 
his own deſigns; and yet this is part of the ſingularity of your caſe. 
The principles you avow in ſupport of the part you have taken, do by 
a direct and unavoidable conſequence, militate againſt your own plan. 


For you ſet out with obſerving, © That the native purity of the Goſpel 


* has, from the earlieſt ages of the Church, been defbrmed with the 
«© unneceſſ: Jary additions Yo the commandments of men.” If the preſent 


complainants had it in their power to effect by a wiſh, that any one 
uſeful and important truth ſhould be more univerſally known, and better 
_ underſtood than any other, it were This which you have now ſtumbled 


upon. This is a principle that, when once eſtabliſhed, precludes all other 
argument in behalf of the poſition we are contending for; it being itſelf, 
in All; its conſequences, immediately applicable to the ſcheme of reforma- 


tion ſo ſucceſsfully ſet on foot, and to our underſtandings abſolutely 


unanſwerable. That it is the duty of every well-wiſher to ſociety, to 


aim at exterminating CORRUPTION wherever it preſents itſelf, is a maxim 


that even in civil life is ſeldom rejected in ſpeculation, how little ſoever it 


may be attended to in practice; but in a religious view, it is indiſputably 


certain, muſt be wniverſally admitted, and cannot by any /ophiſiry be 
over-ruled, not only from that general reaſon of the thing, which equally 
pervades all other ſubjects, but alſo and chiefly, becauſe a ſincere endea- 
vour to preſerve the doctrine of the Goſpel are and undefiled, is in that 


very 
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very diſpenſation, made an expreſs condition of our acceptance with 
God. We there find the moſt ſevere denunciations directed againſt 
thoſe who ſhall preſume to add one Tie to the inſpired word---the moſt 
pathetic admonitions diſperſed in various parts, exciting us to beware 
of the inroads of human artifices and traditions---and direct intimations, 
delivered with the moſt affecting ſolemnity, that all pretenſions to reli- 
gion are upon the plan of human authority, impertinent and fruitleſs :--- 
In vain do they worſhip me, teaching for dofirines the COMMANDMENTS of 
Men. Expreſs teſtimonies of all this you yourſelf have ſpared us the 
trouble of enumerating; and though theſe are matters which in good 
policy you ought not to have provoked us to have taken into conſidera- 
tion, yet (incredible as it muſt appear) to impreſs thele truths upon the 
minds of your hearers, you have robbed the ſtore-houſes of declama- 
tion of their ſonorous epithets, and the receptacles of inſpiration of their 
beautiful figures; and inſtead of employing your attention to enquire 
what your own purpoſe demanded, you have unwittingly added an invin- 
cible ſtrength to the confederacy you was ORDERED to ſubdue, 


Perceiving, as we ſuppoſe, the difficulties which rendered your preſent 
ſituation not the molt eligible, you ſuddenly change your ground, when 
you proceed to oblerve, that “among the ſymptoms which mark the 
« complexion of the preſent times, fatally over-run with almoſt every 
« ſpecies of profligacy and licentiouſneſs, the leading feature by which 
ve are diſtinguiſhed, is a profane neglect and contempt of religion.” 
This 1s a poſition which we can only wiſh we had it in our power to 
invalidate; the obſervation doubtleſs contains too much truth; but it is 
a truth which is in this place not more * vilely expreſſed, than it is artfully 
zulroduced. For the intimation conveyed, and the conſequence meant to 
be drawn, is plainly this, that the penetrating clamours that have latel 
ſo forcibly ſhaken the Epiſcopal bench, carry with them a public diſa- 
ayowal of all religious principles; an imputation which either compriſes 
the very efence of malignancy, or is an indiſputable teſtimony of a narrow 

conception, 


Ihe Reader is deſired to take notice once for all, that the above, among other paſſages, 
exlubits a true ſpecimen of the peculiar caſt of the Doctor's figurative ſtyle ; who, nevertheleſs, 
Goes not want vanity to Conceive his own performances to be a pattern of accurate compolition, 


(0) 

conception. For, to a mind ſufficiently expanded for the comprehenſion 
of cauſes and effects, it is notorious that the diſrepute into which the 
Chriſtian profeſſion is fallen---the viſible diſguſt to every thing ſacred, is 
entirely ſymptomatic; it is the indication of a diſeaſe, but not the very 
malady itſelf; whoſe origin it is not difficult to inveſtigate, though you 
have made it your intereſt to ſuppreſs the enquiry. There is no truth 
more univerſally admitted, than that all human improvements acquire 
their Jaſt excellence, not at once, but by repeated efforts, and inſenſible 
gradations: This has ever been the caſe in the various kinds of civil 
governments in natural philoſophy in the ſeveral branches of the 
arts and ſciences, criticiſm, and polite literature; and is it conceivable, 
that a church-eſtabliſhment ſhould alone be exempted from the common 
fate of all ſublunary things, eſpecially when we take into the account, 
what is eſſential to the preſent queſtion---the multiplicity of abſurdities, 
and inextricable nonſenſe, with which Chriſtianity laboured at its firſt 
ſtruggle for reſtoration? The calamity, therefore, of which the above 

paſſage is deſcriptive, ought to be referred to its true ſource---that latent 
poiſon of Pop isn CoRRuPTION, which preying upon the vitals, and per- 
vading the frame of the conſtitution, vitiates our principles, and contami- 
nates our morals. It is very agreeable to the natural order of things, 
that where a diſorder is to be removed, complaints ſhould precede relief; 
but complaints in themſelves afford nothing more than conſolation in 
expettancy, and then only operate with efficacy, when they can excite the 
active hand to ſeize and adminiſter the proffered remedy. To this great 

and important end are the preſent vigorous expoſtulations directed; and 

the propoſals, which have given ſo much offence, are nothing but the 

ſincere and hearty recommendations of an antidote, applicable under 
various preſcriptions, to the caſe in hand, and ſubmitted to the public 
conſideration by thoſe, who not willing to ſee the diſorders of the eſta- 
bliſhment terminate in its own e have dared to ſtand forth in 
ſupport of an expiring Religion, And what thoſe, who have habitually 
| learnt to pay live obedience to the commands of their ſuperiors, againſt 
their con/cience and their dub, labour to repreſent as unworthy the public 


confidence, ought, in right reaton, to be received with gratitude, as the 
laſt mercies of Heaven. 


Bur 
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But ſuſdicions have been entertained, (and, God knows, there have been 
wanting neither inclination nor means to propagate Ws that notwith- 
ſtanding all pretenſions of duty, and expreſſions of good <i#hes, there is a 

wicked c deſign in reſerve, to overturn, and totally a! iſh, Ns NaTIONAL 
Wos; and difficult indeed it is to give a ſatisfafery anſwer to ſuch - 
cruel aſperſions. If thoſe who are conſcious of much deceit in them- 
ſelves, will with a moſt uncharitable and perſevering obſtinacy, continue 
to charge the innocent with motives that they conſtantly and uniformly 
diſavow; all that can well be ſaid is this, may God conſider the ſroilty 
of their nature, and vouchſafe in his mercy to pardon their Six. And yet, 
to obviate all poſſible objection that might otherwiſe be founded upon 
our fil lence, we requeſt your attention once more to a Fperinion of the. 
Cale, * and mark how a 18 85 tale will put you down.” 


Itis a matter of fact notorious to every « one the leaſt converſant in Ec- 
cleſfiaſtical Hiſtory, that from the time when Chriſtianity firſt began to 
gain ſome credit in the world, from the dignity as well as number - of its 
profeſſors ; when perſecutions, on account of opinions, took place of 
perſecutions, on account of Religion; men of ambition naturally took the 
lead, and forging, as occaſion required, peculiar doctrines, acreeable to 
thelr own intereſts. paſſions, or Pr ejudices, eaſily prevailed upon the ignorant 
and wnwary, to form a party in their defence. It was with religion, as it 
has always been with letters, with politics, and with faſhions ; half a dozen 
leaders have generally been the fabricators of thoſe articles. t that have 
been patiently ſubmitted to for a ſeaſon, by the whole community. 
Theſe have been met and oppoſed by other leaders, inſtigated by the 
ſame deſigns, and ſucceeding by the ſame artifices ; and they Ts agreed 
in nothing . their a appeal to 1 * whole text | they 
have adulterared; and whole meaning they have Fe each for their 


reſpective purpoſes. 


Nothing can more effectually tend to rouſe us from that ſtupid indiffe- 
rence in matters of religion, which is ſo apt to ſteal 88 the beſt diſpoled 
men, 


For a remarkable inſtance of what is here alluded to, fee the Criticks upon 1 John, v. 7. 
particularly a letter of Sir Iſaac Newton 0 M. Le Clerc, which w ill furniſh the reader with a juſt 
idea of the picus frauds of ORTHODOXY. | 


(8 5 
men, than a thorough review of the tranſactions of hoſe dork ages. 
There we ſee “ Popes againſt Por Es, CouNCIiLs againſt CounciLs, ſome 
<« FaTnzrs againſt other FATHERS, the ſame Farizns againſt THEM- 
© SELVES; a CONSENT OF FATHERS of one age, againſt the coNSENT OF 
« FaTHERs of another age; the CHuRcH of one age, againſt the CHuRcH 
of another age.” Hence it is, that the pure doctrines of Chriſtianity, 
agitated as they have been in a /empeſiuous paſſage through the dark miſts 
of error, are tound upon examination, ſo changed from their origina/ 
form, or ſo involved in obſcurity, as to elude all ſearch, and baffle 400 
enquiry, but what is made by clear and ſound heads, aſſiſted by the light 
of true critical learning; and as we can ſcarce be ſaid to perceive any 
traces of ſuch neceſſary helps beyond the laſt century, the real fact is, 
what it might juſtly have been expected to be in re-/ou; numberleſs 
abſurdities, inconſiſtencies, and impertinencies, falſe inferences, and inconclu- 
five reaſenings, and theſe too in matters of the utmoſt importance, do 
actually remain at this day, a ſtanding monument in every country, of the 


villainy and bigotry of one kind of people, as well as of the ignorance and 
ductility of another. 


Theſe are the contingencies that diſgrace Chriſtianity ;---< the leaven 
< that debaſes the integrity of the abſolute and perfect nature of the 
< Goſpel.” And if © the labours of ſome are indeed unfriendly to that 
« ſyſtem of religion, which is contained in the doctrines of the Eſtabliſhed 
Church,“ we will here again aſſign the reaſon for thoſe who are weary of 
repeating it for themſelves: It is becauſe They are perſuaded that ſuch 
doctrines are unfavourable to Truth, to Piety, to Good Manners, and 
CHRISTIAN CHARITVY. They would fain diveſt Chriſtianity of all the 
metaphyſical niceties, with which the cunning or ſuperſtition of former 
ages hath 1o wartonly encumbered her; they mean to cancel all occaſion 
to lament, that in ſome views, and in ſome ſituations, notwithſtanding 
the kindly offices of the Reformation, ſhe ſtill appears either monſtrous 
or ridiculous, They wholly diſavow the imputation conveyed in that 
ſcandalous and profane ſarcaſin, * that it is meant to eſtabliſh a 
«*« Chriſtianity without a Chriſt, and a Redemption without a Redeemer:” 
But this they publicly profeſs, that they are determined to acknowledge 
only that CHRIST, and that REDEEMER, whom conſiſtently with his 


boundleſs 
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boundleſs mercy, and tremendous juſtice, God, and not Mar, has thought 


proper to offer. They deteſt, with a juſt indignation,/ thoſe- inſidious 


and damnable artifices, by which it is endeavoured to involve, in one 
common charge, the honeſt ſranknz?ſs of ſincere enquiry, and the profane 
mockerics of wanton infidelity : And they conſider the harp and con- 
FCONpEUCUS appellations of Heretics, profeſſed Enemies,” „ bold 
Invaders,” and the like, as meer cant,—a convenient kind of language, 

originally furniſhed by fach as hoped to find their account more in the 
Shew of Religion than in the Reality, and handed down, for the ute of 
ſucceeding ages, from the Hypocritical Phariſce to the Modern Church- 
man.“ It is not in the nature of Ho, hearts to concetve, that any man, 

in theſe improved times, can, with a premeditated and determined malice, 
ſet himſelf to calumniate a national religion, or vilify eſtabliſhed forms, 
merely to gratify an unrelenting ſpirit of oppoſition; but it is extremely 
natural to goed diſpoſitions, eſpecially in matters of great and eternal con- 
cern, where they ſee avyſes, to aim to reform; where they perceive a 
careleſs inactivity, to awaken reaſon; where they deſcry a certain, though 
unſilſpected danger, to ſpread a loud and ha alarm, 


And kere we cannot but take notice of the deſpicable contrivances 
made uſe of to draw the public attention to the deciſion of a queſtion, 
which, however it be determined, neither comprehends the /#>/tence, nor 
does it at all affect the merits of the preſent expoſtulations. The mur- 
muring which you hear, is it that of untowardneſs and diſaſfettion? The 
cry that pierces the heavens, is it that of envious and deſpairing ſectaries? 


No; it is the Melting, though diſpaſſionate addreſs of men, who have been 


| educated with you cs brethren: have been woſhed with the ſame baptiſin; 


have laboured in the ſame Vineyard, and have partaken of the ſame table; 


who, notwithſtanding their attention to the rights and liberties of their 
nature in ſpiritual things, yet voluntarily forego the claim of being herrs 
together with you of the ſame WORLDLY HOPE, Excepting the praiſes of 


good 
35 


It is pretty remarkable, and a matter by no means unworthy of the Reader's attention, that 
thoſe characters which the preſent tools of Church- power have made choice of, in order to 
ſtigmatize their proteſting 3 have from the firſt dawn of the reformation to this day, 


been uniformly applied by the Emiſſaries of Papal Rome, to Proteſtants in general of what 
country or eee ſoever. % 


3,8 
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good men, the peace of their own minds, and the bleſſing of Gol, it is 


impoſlible they can be allured by the proſpect of even the ſhadows of any 
temporal reward, for they have taken effectual care to beſtow their labours 
where, conſidering the uſual channel of church-dignities and emoluments, 
it would be ab/urd to expect it. Upon what proceeding can you ground 
the artful infinuation, that the favourers of the projected alterations 
mean to aſſail the frft principles of all religious eſtabliſhments? Is it 

<cauſe they do not admit that the equity or neceſſity of a teſt-law, is the 


ſole object of a rational and conſiſtent member of the reformed church? 


Was it, is it, can it, ought it ever to be made a queſtion in a proteſtant 


country, whether the real and jutrinſic goodneſs of things - the excellence of 
one communion above another, has ſome claim to an impartial diſquiſi- 
tion? Is then Religion, the Chriſtion Religion, © that laſt beſt gift of 
Heaven,” to be degraded to the condition and office of a mere Engine of 


State? After referring us for conviction, with an affected ſuperiority, 


to the Author of the Alliance, is it poſſible that you yourſelf can have been 
fo ſuperficial a reader, as to have overlooked the ſeverity with which that 
able writer treats ſuch injurious principles? 


Nothing, however, is more certain, than that, in his obſervations upon 
the duration of the alliance between Church and State, he himſelf has in 
part ſupplied us with a pertinent and juſt diſtinction direly to the purpoſe , 


| aflerting, expreſsly in «words, and evincing by formal illufirations, that tho? 
in ſome ſenfe it be perpetual, vet, that it is NOT IRREVOCABLE, © Thus, 
ſays he, the alliance between the Pagan Church, and the Empire of 


of the Union, is much too futile to need any anſwer here; eff 
and confuted in {0 maſterly a manner by Mr. Wedderburne, 


Rome, was formerly diſſolved, to make room for the Chriſtian Eſtabliſh- 
ment; and of late the alliance between the Popiſh Church and the Kins- 
dem of England, was BROKEN, and another made with the Proteſtant in 
ITS PLACE,” Where then is the tie in nature, that ſhould hinder ſome 
ncw plan from taking effect, that ſo the alliance between Church and State 
may be eſtabliſned upon a ſtill more ſure and laſting bottom.“ If you 
think that one mode of eſtabliſnment will ſerve the purpoſe as well as 
another, by which determination you deſtroy all ſuppoſition, and entirely 
| „„ exclude 
The Argument lately urged in the Lower Houſe, reſpecting the Royal Oath, and the Terms 
pecially after it has been taken up, 


— 
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exclude all regard to the conſideration of the fiperlor excellence of one 
religion above another; now is the time to demand of you, what are 15 
principles to which we owe this very Church of England; an! what a 
the grounds of igt to any reformation at all? Quesr IONS, Which ve 
cannot but think, ought to be of ſeme impirtance in the eſtimation of 
thoſe, <vhoſe zeal for this very Church, is the mark by «hich they hope at He 
time to be diſtinguiſhed. There was once ancther Church in ſtriét alliance 
with this State, and an order of Churchmen, who not only claimed, but 
were actually veſted, in many inſtances, with much more {#:ri7uol anthori;r, 
than you or your partiſans dare now to contend for; and yet, we ſup- 
pole; you will not ſcruple to allow, that the Reſermalicu may be juſtified —— 
that the Proteſtant Church of England in particular, ſtands upon a god and 
ſelid foundation; notwithſtanding g you precipitately aim at conciviions, 
which, if you mean they ſhould be any thing to the preſent purpoſe, do 
in effect, and by neceſſary conſequence, tend to revive ſuch claims 8, 48 
would ſenſibly affect that foundation, by Proving the ground udn ich 
it reſts, to he rotten and unſound. But nothing is more frequent than for 
men to cut and wound themſelves, when they raſbly meddle with weapons 
which they have neither ſirength nor fill to handle. 


It being thus apparent, upon protefont principles, that no local and oli 
tical inſtitution can conſiftently be put in competition with that religion 
which ig univerſal; the INT is undeniable, - that when alter the 
moſt diligent examination, executed impartiallhyj, made without prefeidice, 
pride, or paſſion, any particular efebliſhed communton, or incde of teſt, fi: all 
appear liable to objections, at hit inſtant will the proper ſcaſon be ari oo 
for an amicable and effectual diſquiſition of ſo important a ſubject; i 

which circumſtances a ſubſtitute 4 diſtreſſing, 3 be honeſtly an 
for the purpoſes of the State, and the ⁊vorſbip of God, confiſtently brought 
back to the original purity and temper of the Goſpel, Whether in our 
eſtabliſhment there aFually do exift any ſuch objections, ſufficient to 


juſtify the LATE REMONSTRANCES, and to author:ze ſo cLokIous an 


experiment, (notwithſtanding the attempt of /c;e to confound the reaſon 
of mankind) is the only Queſtion to be canvaſſed in the preſent contro- 
verſy. To determine THIS, the complainants never have preſumed to 
reſt upon their own judgments, but appeal, with a m noſt Ba ſtlaſede candory, 

* and 
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and an wexempled modeſiy, to the ſenſe of the beſt and moſt learned men 
that ever adorned this country: They are ſurrounded on every ſide with 
a cloud of witneſſes, all of appreved abilities, and unſuſpected honeſtly. Be- 
ſides the conceſions that are every day made by thoſe, who would, never- 
theleſs, be thought to favour the preſent eſtabliſhment, their opinion is 
either in whole” or in part, acknowledged by numbers of reſpectable Cler- 
gymen now living, who, not daring to make a public or potive declara- 
tion of their ſentiments, do yet, in their privaete converiation, frequently 
expreſs their hearty wiſhes, that many things were corrected, and that 
many things were removed; ſincerely lamenting, that the controverſies of 


faith feculd cher hewve been mixed ith the public forms of worſhip, and that 


many parts cf the liturgy, inſtcad of being offices of devotion to God, ſhould 
Jede been made the lets and carſures of the opinions of their conſcientious 
Erethren, p 


How many officiating Miniſters, whoſe cures le in diſtant countries, 
far removed from any ſuperior controul, do, by their total diſuſe, virtually 
and in fett condemn the 4% of a certain creed, as containing metaphyſical 
diftinttions, and ſcheleſtic jargon, equally unneceſſary and unintelligible. 
That Crecd, the very account of whoſe crigin Archbiſhop Tillotſon, the 


 GLoky of the Nation, and the GREAT Licur of the Church, aſſerts, 


was to Him no ways ſatisfactory. . I wh, lays he, in the ſincerity of his 
heart, I wiſh we were well rid of it, And thus another Divinz: F it 


<vere conſidered, concerning Athanaſius's Creed, bote many people underſtand it 


net, how contrary to natural reaſon it ſeems, how little the SCRIPTURE ſays of 
thoſe curioſities of explication, and bow tradition was not clear on n1s fide, for 
the ARTICLE ITSELF, much leſs for thoſe forms and minutes, it had not been 
amiſs, if the final judgment had been left to IE sus CHRIST. And, indeed, it 
ſeems ver) hard to put any uncharitableneſs into the CREED, and ſo make it 
become as an ARTICLE OF Faith, What are called the DAMN ATORx 
CLausss, have been matter of great offence to the ſerious and thinking 
part of the Laity, as well as Clergy, who, meeting together for the pur- 
poſes of devotion, in the bond of peace and charity, have, upon certain 


_ occaſions, been forcibly ſtruck with that Exclamation of the Prophet, 


Hew ſhall I cuRsE whom Gop hath not curſed, or how ſhall I DEF Y, whom 
Gas hath not aefien: I us calily conceivable how theſe matters have 
contributed 


(313 ) 
conte huted to the growth of deiſm, irreligion, and profencneſs, by utterly 
annilülating the idea of à divine Revelation, an d ſubjecting the. ſacred cha- 
racter cf the Miniſter to the ſcoff5 and ridicule of ludicrous men, from an 
almoſt univerſal imputation, of canning caſuiſiry, and Jeſuitical eveſicn. 


This melancholy ſtate of Rel gion which we have here delineated, is 
what has at laſt commun:cated to the moit diſtant regions, an alarm, 
hich, but for the unſpeakable mercies of Heaven, might ſriil have con- 
tnued weak, perticl, and unaſfocting. The inferior Clergy find themiclves 
rouled by a call, in this caſe equivalent to the voice of GOD HIMSELF; 
The invitation is irreſtable: They are compelied to do the duty of the 
BisSHOPS. 


Doubtleſs there are men, whoſe views, as they originate, fo they con- 
ſtantly center allo in theme! eg, and in their connections, —all 5 5 molt 
ſpecicus labours proceed upon the - baſe and deteſtable principles, of 
indulging their malice, ſerving their party, and conſulting their preferment. 
We object ſuch charges to zo Man; nor ſhall «ve preſume imperiouſly 
to determine the motives upon which another acts. But when a public 


error prevails, which mult certainly affect the temporal happineſs of many, 


and may poſitly be connected with the eternal intereſts of millions that 
are to ſucceed us; we cannot help conſidering it to be every man's duty, 
to whom God has given ſenſe and utterance, to inform the ignorant, to 
admoniſh the znwazy, and to endeavour, by all lawful means, to counter- 
act the engines of tyranny, which have been ſecretly ſet at work to damp 
that ſpirit ſo miraculouſly raiſed in every corner of the kingdom, and 
which, if properly ſupported, will be the means of ſecuring to us and 
our poſterity for ever, that prime ſource of all our moſt valuable liberties; 
ie mean not our civil but our MENTAL INDEPENDENCE. 


We now addreſs ourſelves to conſider thoſe paſſagy ages of Scripture, which 
you have thought proper to produce in proof of a doctrine of the Church, 
known by the name of the doctrine of the Trinity, —one of thoſe articles 
Which you aſſert (pleoſantly enough for a defender of the Church) to be 
E — 8 WY much 


See the paſſage in the Second Sermon. 
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much the ſame” with the genuine Doctrine of Chriſtianity. But 
before we enter upon this ſubject, we deſire the following important con- 


ſideration may be diy and fairly attended to: That the preſent queſtion 


to be diſcuſſed, is not what may, or may not be truly affirmed in general; 


but only what is the ſãue and preciſe meaning of thoſe PARTICULAR 


TEXTS, Which, you contend, are; poſi vcly and inſallilly deſcriptive of that 
particular decirine. When, the refara, ve on the contrary aſſert, that ſuch 
PARTICULAR TEXTS are nct ſo exterſrycly deſcriptive of that particular 
Doctrine, as it is contained and explained in the Articles and C reeds of the 
Church of England, we cannot without the greateſt injuſtice be under- 


ſtood to impuen any Article of the Church, reſpecting that or any other 


doctrine whatever; becaule there hn be, tor any thing that we ſhall aſſert 
to the contrary, a thouſand ether texts, which are indiſputably declarative 


— wACCL 
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of that very doctrine, to which you erronzouſly apply the zexts in 


433 


queſtion, The truth of the matter is, that as thoſe pariicuter texts have 


been applied by you to very different purpoſes from 20/2 for which they 
were apperently veritten, with a magiſterial confidence thi at even in trivial 


b 


by 


matters would have been diſguſting; WC think it neceſſarv, in points or 


ſtech cenſequience as theſe, to give you and your friends a fea able intima- 
tion, that it would have bes n much for tbe credit of the doctrines of the 


Church of England, had your powers been confined within the Ii, with 


which Nature herſelf ſeems to have circumicribed them, and within that 
walk, to which your Lec! 4 70% Ves more oe, dirccts vou. 


Let us ſet out together from your own introduction; where vou 
acknowledge, that the fundamental principle, on which 8 Reli 
gion has been at all times ſupported, is the Unity of [the Divine Na- 
ture, or as it ought to have been expreſſed, the Unity of] Gop. For 


Divine Nature is an abſratt metaphyſical berm, NEVER {ue leaſt. upon an 
occaſion of this kind) to be met with in Scripture, de. ighting not in 


phileſophicel ſpeculations; but was originally introduced in e days of 


aarknejs, for the iole purpoſe of g giwing a my1iterious air to uned; Hing 


controverſies, in the ſupport of wht: ich ! it was found neceſſary to contend, 


that the UNITY Or Gop was not a real, proper, numerical Unity, but only 


an al ſeratt or Hgurative Unity of Nature; which kind of Unity may 
indeed be applied with equal ſucceſs to the NaruRE of any ſubject 
15 Whatever. 
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whatever. This doctrine, you ſay, made a conſiderable part in the 
religious belief of the Patriarchs.” You had better have ſaid, that 
7 de the /ole foundation of their whole worſhip: t the Unity of 
it made the ſole ſoundation of their whole worſhip;—not the Urz#ty © 

the Divine NATURE, but the Unity of Gop; for io it is ce ſaid 
in a the texts relating to this ſubject in the Ola 5 as well 
as in that particular text referred to by you, conta ning the words in 
which our Saviour choſe to inculcate this very doctrine: Hear, O 


ee 


Iſrael, the Lord our God is od LoRD, (not one Pins e an 


And the Scribe ſaid unto him, Vell, Mar, thou hbajt {aid the truth; for 


4.4 4A F, 7 


there is ONE Gop, and there is no other but HE. And Jeſus Helf--.t- 


neſſed that he had anſwered difereetly.*.. We only ment ion 25 3 by the 


any other ſenſe of the word | Per ſon) than 


is not applied to the TRINIT x in the 55 


Way, as a ſeaſona ble intimation, how wrong it is, at any tne, to ſubſt!- 
tute for the words of SCRIPTURE, Which are clear and intel ble to 


441. 


every body, a language no where to be found in SerIPTURE, and at the 


LI&s 4s ki 


{ame time incommrebenſible; 1 - and allo to ſnew the worid 55 55 7g /- 


7 
inſtance, how remarkably JuDictovs you have been in your reference to 
the ficred writings, for a Pr got of a UNITY in IRIS TEE the texts you 

have alluded to 22 #ly wplying, in their proper conſtruction, a ſpecifi 
character of PERSONAL INDIVIDUALITY. Your definition ef the word 


PERSON 18 correct enough; it MEANS A e, PAC. mt agent. bur it is 


& tenſe in Which we apply-1t to 

each other, it is applied, in one cafe, in ze ſcrfe at all: Hor there never was 
that in which, accordling to 

your own confeſſion, it is uled in the expreſs doctrine ct the Church of 
England; in which ſenſe we alſo conſtantly apply it to one another; as 


any one may experience, by endeavouring to annex to 1t any cher Idea. 


The reaſon why you would gladly deſtroy the 2ecc. gc n Or words, 
(which is the ſame thing in effect, as evacuatin 9 ob 1e ue 0267 1 [2117 nog) 738 
plainly this---the difficulty which every bo- dy is award ot, in explaining 

| ; Way 


Mark ii, 29. 31. 34. 


+ The Reader is deſired to make the experiment for himſelf, in any paſſages that may occur, 
fuch as Thou ſhalt have no other Gods but me. — The God ot e Wes &c. by [OUTER wg 
the term [ DIVIx E NATURE in the place of the word [GOD], ang ſee what he can make bas it. 
This matter is obvious enough to an attentive enqu uirer, but it is 15 ain the Dectcr has emplc ov ed 
neither thoyg5t nor feu“ about i it. 
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Ii three pa ſens un ene nature, if they are ccc and coetemnal, ſhould 
not be 33 properly three Ceas, as three Perſens, in three diſtinct natures, 

would be. It £75, [2 IVVEVET, a certain matter of fact, that upon this ground 
the octrine of a Irnty in Unity is built. Whether in our preſent 
tate, you lay, ve be Capable of underſtanding this myſtery, we know 
not; thatit is not neceſſary to underſtand it, we ARE CERTAIN, becauſe 
** 7 is ct revealed? What a preciſe and accurate defence of. an eſta- 
b;.1he] doctrine of the Church of England! It was your purpoſe to 
naintan the propriety of tne expoſition of this article adhered to by the 


Church; and in order to this, you advance, that % expoſition of it is 
equally ameceſſury and Wanteligible. 


The fact is, your own temerity has anticipated all that <ve meant to ſay 
upon this occaſion; and it is perfectly aſtoniſhing, with what ſucceſs Wwe 


can retort upon YOURSELF thole poignant arrows "which ycu have ſhot at 


rendem, and 0 unſucceſsfully. * How happy would it have been, had 
„ Chriſtians, in all ages, adhered to the ſimple matter of Scripeure; 
rather chan have perplexed themſelves and others with ambiguous and 
„ ſcholaſtic terms? what learned controverſies would have been thus 
revented? what elaborate d. ſtinctions, and ſtrifes of words, which 


eiter QUESTIONS, rather than EDIFYING Which is in faith, would 
ave been decided, or rendered uſeleſs?” and again, This is a 


ac 


0 
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«queſtion of all others the leaſt ſubject to the determination of human 


e reaſon; in contemplat:on of witich even Angels veil their faces.” Give 


us leave to corroborate your own ſentiments, Id to add, that bis is a 


caſe in which it is prefumption to determine at all; and conſequently the 
very ſummit of arrcgence and tyremmy, to impoſe ſuch determinations 
upon olle.“ But Fools ruth in where Angels fear to tread.” In ſuch 
circumſtances you ought not to be ſurprized, that we find ourielves 
entangled in a labyr' ith of ſubtilties and difficulties, about Oze's being 
Three, and Three One. The fault, however, is not in the Scriptures, 
which are clear and preciſe in all neceſſary articles of belief; but can 


only be referred to that eab/urd- ſcholaſtic jargon, which all liberal and 
honeſt hearts wiſh to fee baniſhed theſe enlightened regions, ſo famous 


in oer matters for geed ſenſe and found philoſophy. 
We 


( 17 ) 

We have now purſued you to your laſt retreat, that Toter of Strength, 
where, fortified more by bulwarks of your own creative vanity, than by 
any real advantage of ſituation, you boaſt yourſelf to be impregnable; 
and as we mean to attack you here in form, we mult aſſiſt our own opera- 
tions by a proper delineation of thoſe circumvallations which it is neceſ- 
ſary for us to paſs, before our victory be compleat.* | 


The ground you have choſen is this That the ſame incommuni- 
e cable names, titles, and attributes, are in Scripture aſcribed to the Son 
« and Holy Ghoſt, which are in an eſpecial manner appropriated to God,” 


and you inſtance in three particulars, ETERNITY, KNOWLEDGE, and 
Powes., 


Now the firſt obvious remark here to be made is this : That it is 
clearly a Petitio Princip, a mere begging the queſtion, to pronounce 
zbſolutely, and without any reſtriction, that ſuch or ſuch titles and attri- 
butes ore INCOMMUNICABLE. The contrary, indeed, in the particulars 
you mention, is very evident to reaſon, and will preſently be ſhewn to 
be expreſsly taught in Scripture; where the word ETrrwaL is fo far 
from always having a retroſpect ſignification, comprehending the idea of 
a duration already paſt, that 1t 1s much more frequently, both in Scrip- 
ture and in the writings of Divines, ſolely referred to time future. By 

you, who are upon this as upon other occaſions, forcibly carried away 
by the ent of your own oratory, theſe matters, we ſuppoſe, cannot be 
attended to; but what we here advance, relates to facts that are certainly 
worth a Chriſtian” s conſideration, The only attribdttes that we can cer- 
tainly pronounce to be PERSONAL, (by which we mean ſuch attributes as 
cannot, without a manifeſt contradiction, be conceived to be communi- 
cated from one perſon to anather) are abſolute Supremacy, Self-exiſtence, and 
Tndependency; and if, inſtead of ſearching your Bible for a number of 
texts that are wholly inapplicable to your purpoſe, you had produced 
one ſingle paſege e of thoſe laſt titles being Inherent 1 in the Son 


EN. and 


* We requeſt that it may be duly conſidered,-that our preſent buſineſs by no means neceſſa- 
nly engages us in ths contraverſy, which, let it terminate as it will, does not at all reſpect the 
GRAND queſtion ; but we now proceed in our attack merely to ſhew the wor!d what an # - 
nificant, though treacherous FRemy we : have to deal with. 
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and HoLy GnosT, you had done your buſineſs, It is really a caſe to 
be pitied, to hear you talk, as if all antiquity, and the general ſenſe of 


mankind, was on your fide of the queſtion ; whereas the ſentiments of 
paſt ages by no means correſpond with your poſition, and you have 
ſhewn yourſelf to be totally ignorant of the circumſtances of a debate, 


vehich has conſtantly W the Chriſtian world from the 7hrd century 
to 1015 * 


But let that be as it will; we muſt proceed to conſider your ſcrip- 


tural quotations. From EVERLASTING to EVERLASTING the FATHER IS 
60D. Your purpole requires you to prove, that a duration from Ever- 


laſting to Everlaſting, is alſo predicated of the Son. It is really difficult 
to determine, whether the method you purſue is more deſerving our vidi- 


cule or indignation; for in order to this, you refer us to a paſſage in the 


Epiſtle to the Hebrews, in ieh we find the words Feſus Chriſt, the ' ſome 


yeſterday, to-day, and for ever; where, by the manner of your quoting 
the text, we might naturally be led to ſuppoſe, that the inſpired writer 


was profeſſedly treating of the ſubje& of CurisT's Divinity; though 
even then we cannot but think, that the expreſſion would have been poor 
and inadequate, not at all correſponding with the uſual bolaneſs of the 
reputed | author: For it is ſcarce conceivable that any writer, in fo | 
important a cauſe, ſhould chuſe to expreſs an eternal duration already paſt, 


by a term that literally ſignifies the duration only of one day. The pro- 


poſition, indeed, that Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever, is certainly true of the perſon of Chriſt, and the ſame terms might be 


true when predicated of many other ſuljects: But the real fact is, that the 


perſon of Chriſt is not the object of the Apoſtle's enquiry; but only the 
faith as it is in Chriſt, as any man by conſulting the context, may eaſily | 


inform himſelf. The Apoſtle is admoniſhing Chriſtians to imitate e 
«cho had preached to them the word of Ged;, whoſe faith ſellow, conſidering 
the end of their converſation; JIEsus CHRIST, the ſame YESTERDAY, TO- 
DAY, and FOR EVER. Be not carried about with divers and ſtrange doctrines, 


&c. As if he had ſaid, the truth as it is in Jeſus varies not; but is 
always the ſame to bem at firſt, to you now, and to oll ſuture generations. 


And {0 the commentators,—. Eadem la DocTRixa, quam pro vera 


habuerunt, 
Heb. xii. 8. 
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| habuerunt, ejuſinodi, a vobis, et ab omnibus in poſterum ſæculis, judi- 
canda eſt.” Thus the Apoſtle's argument is ſtrong and conſiſtent, which, 
in your interpretation, would be futile and deſultory; and it is ſurpriſing 
you ſhould for a moment conceive that a learned and intelligent auditory, 
could be carried away like the v#{gor, by the bare ſound of words. 


Again; To the Hoy Gnosr, you ſay, is aſcribed the ſam? incom— 
municable title;---Chriſt, through the ETERNAL Spirit, offered himſelf with- 
out ſpot to God, + We might here refer you to the obſervations already 
made upon the ſcriptural uſe of the word ETzerxar; but we icorn the 
advantage; beſides that, your late unpardonable conduct prompts us to 
have recourſe to ſuch circumſtances, as will ExPosz as well as CONFUTE 
you. Now we think it might have been expected from an ingenuous 

writer (for we cannot ſuppoſe you to have been ignorant of the circum- 
_ ſtance) that ſome intimation at leaſt would have been given, that theſe 
words ETERNAL SPp1RIT, are acknowledg.d to be of very doubiſul au- 
thority in two reſpects. For firſt, it has never yet been made lo clear, as 
to warrant our founding any doctrine upon them, that the words them- 
ſelves are N ˖; it being a known matter of fact, that there are no 
leſs than TEN Greek Manuſcripts, ſeveral Tranſlations of great weight, 

the LATIN VuLGATE in particular, and numerous quotations from the 
Fathers, that read Hoy SpixfT; and ſo the force of your argument 1s 
demoliſhed at once. And ſecondly, it a truth univerſally admitted by 
all parties, that the word /pirit is neceſſarily confined in many places to 
mean ſome attribute or power; and in other paſſages is introduced in ſuch 
a manner, as that it does not at all appear, from thoſe paſſages themſelves, 
whether a perſon be intended or no, which is the very caſe here; and for 
the proof of the juſtneſs of ſuch interpretation as we would contend tor, 
upon ſuppoſition that your reading be the the one; we appeal to an au- 
thority which you dare not diſpute. St. Matthew, in his relation of a 
very remarkable tranſaction, tells us, that our Saviour in his argument 
with the Phariſees upon that occaſion, us expreſſed himſelf, << Tf J. by 
the Se1RIT of God caſt out Devils, &c.” and St. Luke, when he comes 
to the relation of the ſame miracle, tells us, that upon the very [ame 
occaſion our Saviour thus expreſſed himſelf, IF T by the Fixctr of Ged, 

caſt out Heri & c. Here then it Peas 115 ond contradiction, that 
both 


+ Heb. ix. 14. Luke xi. 20. 
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both theſe terms are exactly of the ſame import; and the latter being 


plainly figurative, implying not a perſon, but an operation or power, does 
of neceſſity reftrain the former to the /am? conſtruction. This matter 


gives us a plain intimation, what ſenſe the writers themſelves, entertained 


of ſuch kind of accidental expreſſions; and ſhews us that in ſimilar 
paſſage at leaſt they may be uſed indifferently, with equal propriety the 


one for the other, 


Lou have now brought yourſelf into the following dilemma:---You 
either did, or you did not know of theſe circumſtances; if you was ac- 
quainted with them, and purpoſely kept them out of ſight, how can you 
eſcape an impeachment of your honeſty? If you were ignorant of ſuch 
particulars, the reflection upon your learning is equally lamentable. A 


dreadful alternative; beyond expreſſion mortitying, to one of your Great 
Senſibility and Debeag: N 


But you go on to prove, that infinite knowledge is,predicated of the 
Sox and of the HoLy GHosr, in the ſame manner as of the FarHER. 


*« The Son knoweth all things.“ le ne:ded not that any ſhould teſtify of man, 


for be knew whet was in man.” + It ſhould be remarked, that theſe two 


paſſages arc entirely diſtinct, and ariſe from very different occaſions; it 
is artful management to bring them together, to make them appear to 
add ſtrength to each other: neither of chem, however, can poſſibly ſerve 


the preſent purpoſe. The firſt is the teſtimony of our Saviour's diſci- 
| ples, upon occaſion of his aſſuring them, that he came forth from the 


Father, and was come into the world, and that be ſhould again leave the 
world and go to the Father. Upon this, his diſciples ſaid unto him, Lo, 
now ſpeakeſt thou plainly, and ſpeakeſt no proverb---now are we ſure that thou 


 knoweſt all things, and needeſt not that any man ſhould af} thee. Nothing in 
the world can be conceived more ridiculous than to conſider this decla- 


ration, as an indiſputable proof of the point in queſtion, for this plain 
reaſon; that it is a known matter of fact, that thoſe very diſciples had 


been miſtaken in their conceptions of almoſt every part of their Lord's 
character, and fo little were they acquainted at that time with his qualities 
and condition, that afterwards one of them betrayed him, another 7hrice 


denied 


"Þ John xvi. 30, + John Ii. 2 9. 
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him, and the reſt all forſooꝶ him and fled. But ſuppoſing for argument's 


ſake, in order to give you as much conſequence as poſſible, chat our 
Saviour had actually choſen that very ſeaſon, to give them all the in- 
formation that they were ever to receive; let us ſee what concluſion they 
themſelves drew from the premiſes; is it that the teacher then inſtruct- 
ing them was the tue and very God? No ſuch matter; for it follows in 
the very next words, by this wwe believe that thou CAMEST FORTH rein 
God, Even after his crucifixion, - their conjectures had extended no 
further than to his emporal capacity. They truſted ozly that it were nt 
that ſhould have redeemed Tſrael, from the ſubjection which they had been 
long under to the Roman Empire. It is time therefore to recur to the 
other paſſage; But Feſus did not commit himſelf unto them; becauſe. Ile 


needed not that any ſhould teſtify of man, for he knew what was in man, If 


you were not a thouſand times more anxious for your own opinions, 
than concerned for truth, propriety, and ſound judgement, it would be 


aſtoniſhing, how you could poſſibly get entangled in ſuch difficulties as | 
you every ; where do. Who, in their ſenſes, could ever have thought of 


bringing as an infallible proof of a divine eſſence, what has always been 
_ conſidered as a common attribute of wiſe and ſagacious men. A 
_ thorough knowledge of the world,---a conviction of the deceiifulneſs of the 
human heart, is certainly all that is here expreſſed; but allowing the im- 
_ plication to be as extenſive as you pleaſe, yet you mult remember here, 
as well as upon the former occaſion, that it is a part, and a neceſſary part 


too, of your poſition, that the attribute be INcOMMUNICABLE; which, 
whether it be or no, we mult leave to our Saviour himſelf to determine; 


I can of My OWNSELF, ſays he, do nothing; as ] hear I jupox, and my 
judgement is juſt, becauſe T ſeek not my own will, but the e will of the FATHER, 
which hath ſent me. J | | 


Again: Tye SPIRIT ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things of Cod. 


Upon conſulting the context, and conſidering the words as they ſtand 


connected with the preceding and ſubſequent paſſages, the ſenſe is clear 
to every intelligent reader. But Ged, ſays the Apoſtle, as revealed them 
unto us by bis Spirit; for the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the deep things 
of God. For tohat man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the Spirit of a 


man 


John v. 30. 1 1 Cor. ii. 10. 
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man cohich is in him? Even ſo the things of God knoweth no man; but the 
Spirit of God. It is very plain, that the intention of the writer is to in- 
ff timate the impoſſibility of our apprehending the myſterious deſigns of 
| Providence, but by means of a revelation. As if he had faid, © as no 
man knows, or can make known to another, the thoughts of a man, 
but either the man himſelf, or he to whomſoever the man will diſ- 
cover them; ſo no one knows, or can make known to others, the 
thoughts of Gop, but either God himſelf, or he to whomloever God 
< reveals them by his SyiR1T.” But if the manifeſt intent of a paſſage 
is ſtill of no force when oppoſed to preconceived opinions, which it is 
reſolved beforehand to maintain; and it be ſtill contended, that a divine 
attribute is here predicated of the perſon of the HoLy GrosT, which is 
| Es. mncommunicable; we muſt again recur to our Saviour's own teſtimony to 
i | determine the matter; who, ſpeaking of the Comforter, which. is the 
5 Holy Gnosr, faith, in expreſs words, He ſoall not ſpeak of HIMSELF, but 
whatſoever he ſhall HEAR, that ſhall he SPEAK, ® 


1 O.ur next conſideration is the attribute of power. Eden ſo the SON 
5 Dick xETEH whom he will, F Here again comes the ſhadow of an ar- 
4 = gument, which, obtruding itſelf upon the reader's judgement in ſo 
| doubtful a form, © coming in ſo queſtionable a ſhape,” will be found to 
coe its momentary exiſtence to mere hic and juggle; and upon admitting 
the /coft gleam of light from the context, will be irrecoverably diſſipated. 
The diicourſe in ſtri&t and undeniable connection with the paſſage before 
us, is intended to obviate the objection of the Jews, who, we are ex- 
preſsly told by the Evangeliſt, hack to kill him, as upon other accounts, 
lo becauie he had ſaid that God was his Father, making himſelf, in their 
apprehenſion, equal with God: But now what method does our bleſſed 
Saviour purſue at this important criſis? Does he admit and defend the 
_ concluſion, or does he treat the whole as a falſe and malicicts inſinuation ? 
Then anſwered Jeſus, and ſaid, Yerily, verily, I ſay unto you, the Son can 
do nothing of himſelf, but what he ſeeth the Father do; what things ſocver 
He doeth, theſe elſo doth the Son Ikewiſe ; for the Father loveib the Son and 
SHEWETH Him all things that himſelf doeth; and Ht will sREw him greater 
works than theſe, that ye may marvel, fer as the Father raiſeth up the dead, 


and 


John xvi. 13. + John v. 21. 
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and QUICKNETH them, even ſo the SON QUICKNETH cen he «ill, ; &c. For 
as the Father hath life in himſelf, ſo hath he e1veEN to the Son to have life 
(or the power of raiſing the dead) in himſe/f,F The words here tran- 
ſcribed are very remarkable; they need 79 comment, and whoever mil- 
takes them, wants not convidtion, ſo much as common ſenſe, to determine, 


that the Son's power is here, in direct terms, referred to the ſupremacy of 
the FATHER, 


Again; Was qQuicKkNneED by the SpirIT,* The whole verſe runs thus: 
Hor Chriſt alſo once ſuffered for Sins, the juſt fer the unjuſt, that He might 
bring us to Gop, being put to death in the Hase, but Quick, ed Ly tbe Spirit, 
That the words [by the pirit] mean, by the operation of GoD Tit 
FaTrER through the Spirit, is evident from the following text: BA To 

the Spirit of him, that raiſed up Feſus from the dend, dwell in you, EIn Hat 
raiſed up Chriſt from the dead, ſhall alſo KEN your mortal bodies By uns 
SPIRIT that dtvelleth in you. E Ts there, or is there not, a plain intima- 
tion, that God makes ule of the interpoſition and operation of the Hoc 
Ghoſt, to accompliſh H1s own UNCONTROULABLE WILL? It would be to 
little purpoſe therefore to multiply quotations of this Kind, ſince after 
all, you muſt of neceſſity reſt the queſtion in diſpute upon this fingle 
point, whether ſuch perſon does, or does not, act under the influence or 
direction of another, to whom he is, in that reſpect, ſubordinale; „and 
here we ſhall diſmiis your INCOMMUNICABLE ATTRIBUTES. 


After having been thus ſhamerully driven from your poſt, we ſuffer | 
you to rally once more; and we ſee you returning to the charge with 
an improviaent fury, that only helps to expoſe your weak? ih a 
emerity that muſt tinally end in your % overthrow : “ Bec me our 

Lord, you ſay, when in his human . converſing with his difc;- 
ples on earth, ſpeaks of himſelf as inferior to the Father, and mentions 
tome things, the knowledge of which was withheld PEER him; there- 
fore, ſay our expoſitors, he is Inferior to the Father, when conſidered 
"ny poſſoſſed of a divine nature.” We know not to whom the enve- 
nomed ſhaft is here directed; and it is ve ry probable, that you yourſelf 
had only a flight glumpk of the object, Which you immediarcly loſt light 


f» 
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of again; for the expoſitors to whom you would direct yourſelf, we 
apprehend to be thoſe very men, who never conſider Chriſt as poſſeſſed 
of any divine nature at all. But we are not concerned for every Expoſitor 


that you think proper to quarrel with; and yet there have been ſome 


Expoſitors, and thoſe the cloſeſt reaſoners, and greateſt ſcholars, that ever 
drew breath in theſe Kingdoms; (whoſe powers of ratiocination, when 
tet againſt yours, are in the proportion of 77finite to finite,) who have 


8 ladet contended, that when our Saviour aſſerts that his Father is 


GREATER than him, he muſt of geceſſity be underſtood to mean, GREATER 
than him in his greateſt capacity; and they found their aſſertion upon this 
obvious reaſon, That in any other ſenſe it would have been /port:ng 
with the underſtanding of his followers, to have made the aſſertion at all. 
That the Father is greater than Chriſt in his human nature, is a truth, 
concerning which, as no man could diſpute, ſo no man could need inſtruc- 
tion; but that the FATHER is greater than the Sox in all capacities, if it 
be a truth, it muſt be allowed to be of very great moment, and highly 


worthy of our Saviour's diſcuſſion. Beſides, they think their opinion 


(that theſe texts, which mention Chriſt's being ſent or given by the 
Father, are to be underſtood, not of Chriſt conſidered partially in his 


human ſtate, but of his whole perſen in every capacity) is much corrobo- 


rated, 1f not put out of all doubt, by this ſingle conſideration; that the 
HOLY SPIRIT who never Was incarnate, never had any Juman nature, is yet 


no leſs uſually declared to be given, and to be ſent. 


But we cannot much longer reliſh our employment of thus fighting 


with a ſhedow; we muſt proceed to the reſt of your quotations, all of 


which we have found to be as little to the point as thoſe already conli- 
dered. “ Though under this idea” [that is under the idea of his divi- 


nity, the exiſtence of which character you here chuſe, as upon other occa- 


ſions, to take for granted, though your purpoſe requires you to prove it] 
ol... Though under this idea, we are taught to believe, that RE and his 


FATHER are one One what? not PERSON; the word { cannot poſſibly 
be ſo interpreted, neither can you poſſibly aim at ſuch interpretation, 


except you mean to introduce a confuſion of perſons, by making the 
PERSON of the Sow the ſame with the PERSON of the FaTHER. How- 


ever, on conſulting the whole paſſage, the meaning 1s obvious enough. 


Zur 
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Our Saviour ſpeaking of his diſciples, is here giving an intimation of 
their great ſecurity under his guidance and direction; My Father, ſays 
he, which gave them me, is GREATER than all; and none is able to pluck 
them out of my Father's hand, I and my FATHER are one; from which 
connection it is as evident as if it was written with a ſun- beam, that the 
words reſpect the powWER of the Son communicated by the FATHER, who 
is expreſsly ſaid to be greater than ALI. The word i neither expreſſes 
identity of PERSON, nor of SUBSTANCE, but erally ONE THING; and in 
the figurative conſtruction can be referred to nothing but that power, 
which our Saviour himſelf primarily attributes to the Father, though 
with reſpect to the exertion of it by the Sox, he declares the effect to be 
one and the ſame thing. The very ſame expreſſions are uſed in other 
paſſages, where there is an abſolute impoſſibility of underſtanding them 
literally. Thus St. Paul, ſpeaking of himſelf and Apollos, faith, now he 
that planteth, and he that watereth, are NE.“ Thus alſo our Saviour 
prayeth, that HE and his piSCIPLES might be ONE, even as HE and the 
FATHER Were ONE. + Theſe words therefore can be of no manner of 
force, except you had given your reader ſome 7ndiſputable reaſon, why 
they muſt be underſtood to have a ſecret reference to ſome other myſte- 
rious and incomprehenſible union, than that which the connection of the 
words naturally leads us to. | h 


Again; He b it not robbery to be equal with God. t--- Would not 
any one, unexperienced in the arts and ſophiſtry of theological diſputa- 
tion, conclude, from the confidence with which theſe words are introduced, 
that they certainly and indiſputably convey the meaning of the Apoſtle, and 
are indeed the plain and obvious tranſlation of the words of the Greek 
original? Might not a plain, ſimple, honeſt youth, ſuſpecting no fraud, 
be eaſily induced to form a judgment, upon ſuppoſition, that his was a 
_ ſentence, about the propriety of which, Criticiſm had ever been ſilent, in 
the conſtruction of which, Learning had long ſince acquieſced? And if 
the contrary ſhould appear, what muſt we think of the fence of that 
- inſtructor, from whoſe dignity, profeſſion, and auty, the moſt open and 
| H cCandid 


* x Cor, iii. 8. + John xvii. 21. 22. 23. 1 Phil, ii. 6. 
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candid ede might reaſonably have been expected? The fact is, 
that the Engliſh tranſlation here referred to, bears no manner of reſemblance 
either in the conſtruction or in the meaning to the original text. In order 
to ſhew this, it is here again neceſſary to compare the words in diſpute 
with the preceding and ſubſequent modes of ſpeech in immediate con- 
nection with them, that by this means the ſenſe of he whole may be fo 
elucidated, that “ the probation bear no hinge nor loope to hang a 
doubt on.” The paſlage is as follows: Of; & poppy Ses b, cy 
d, Lc lo TO Aννẽẽꝛ Jed. "AXA' EQUTOY EXEvWOe, &c. You, Sir, have 
given us only the rendering of our own tranſlators, which being often 
ex epted againſt, as not expreſſive of the ſenſe of the original, it is the 
duty of every HONEST and UNPREJUDICED mind, to beſtow a little more 
attention upon the ſubject, than you are willing to afford. The profeſſed 
deſign of the Apoſtle is to deſcribe Chriſt's humility; Let this mind, ſays 
he, be in you, which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus, who being in the form & of 
God, 6% apraywey nyioxlo, [thought it not robbery, according to the 
Englith tranſlation; but according to tlie true meaning of the words, 
che 


* It ſhould em; by a note annexed to this paſſage in the Doctor's ſecond edition, that he 
was, at the time of the firſt publication, entirely ignorant of the various circumſtances that had ſo 
often brought this text into controverſy: But having lately met with a {all penny pamphlet, 
{aid to have been written by Dr. Prieſtly, and which has been publiſhed long enough to have 
been already favoured with ſeveral anſwers, he triumphs much upon diſcovering, that the term 
1N1P1OUS had been inſerted in this writer's tranſlation of the above paſſage, w here it has certainly 
no buſineſs. Excepting, how ever, the incorporation of this offex/ive epithet, the writer has, 
without all doubt, adopted a meaning not far from the true one; but the Doctor, knowing of 
ro authority but an erreneous Engliſh tranſlation, and willing to Werde to 10 opinion but his own, 
loſes himſelf in a torrent of bud, without being aware that we are about to faſten a ſimilar im- 
putation upon himſelf. 


I Though it cannot in reaſon be expected, that we ſhould take notice of any more of a paſ- 
ſage, than what the Doctor himſelf has 20g ht proper to introduce in defence of his poſition, 
yet, as this is a remarkable text, often preſſed into a ſervice, to v hich it is not at all iclined; 
it may not be deemed impertinent to remark, that there is not the leaſt ſoundation for the "Wag 

_ poſition, that the phraſe e open Ses indus, preceding the words in queſtion, is of the 
ſame import with the words Sec ds; and it would be the moſt unjuſt procecding in the 
world, ſo to interpret it without one ſingle example from any author ſacred or profane. I his 
expreſſion is oppoſed to the ſimilar one poppy das ; but as our Saviour never was a real 
and Aua ſervant, but had only humbled himſelf to the fate and condition of ſervice, implied in 
the latter phraſe, werpy 08A8 3 fo the former phraſe poppy Jes, ought not to be referred to 
any ſuppoſed deſcription of: eſſence, but to the extent of his dominion, and the dignity of his 


office, agrezable to ſimila ar expreſions in other parts of ſcripture, well known to the LEARNED 
: Reader. 
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the conſtruction of the ſentence itſelf, and the drift of the Apoſtle's 
argument, ] THOUGHT NOT OF SEIZING TO HIMSELF AS A PRIZE, the 
being equal with God: A t tuivare,—BUT, ON THE CONTRARY, 
[made himſelf of no reputation, rather] DivESTED HIMSELF of his 60 
proper honour, taking upon him the form of a ſervant, &c, In which con- 
ſtruction, the elegance and force of the Apoſtle's admonition is preſerved 
entire, beſides that the peculiar uſe of the particle 42.4 determines it at 
once to be the true one; for according to the ſenſe of the Eygliſb tranſla- 
tion, it is certain the connecting particle ſhould have been uw, Ju; de, 
or the like; and the Critics ſeem now to agree, that the word 42%, 
after the negative ovy, in the ſentence immediately preceding, deter- 
„ mines that ſentence not to reſpect the preceding character of Chriſt's 
e greatneſs, but the ſubſeguent deſcription of his humiliation.” Even 
Biſhop Sherlock, who has laboured very hard, however unſucceſsfully, 
to retain this text in the ſervice of the Trinitarians, declares honeſtly, 
that he cannot inſiſt upon the Engliſh tranſlation; for it is more agrec- 
able, ſays he, to the Apoſtle's argument, as well as to the language made 
ule of, to ſuppoſe him to intend in thoſe words, to expreſs the firſt 
degrce or inſtance of Chriſt's humility. 


If you aſk what authority we can produce for our uſe of the Greets 
phraſe &Txywiy iy1cdlo, we will retort the queition upon you, and with 
the greater force, as it was pla'nly your pur to have ſearched for autho- 
rities for the ute of a phraſe, in a ſenſe which zctelly deſtroys the pro- 
priety of the ſentence with which it is connected. Unuſual, however, 
as the phraſe is in Gree# authors, yet there is a very fimiler mede f 
expreſſion among the beſt Reman writers, which, as it juitifies the w/e, i» 
it confirms the 7zz/erpretaticn of the apoſtolical form. Thus CickRO, 
ſpeaking of one whom he was accuſing, Omnium bona PR ADAM $UAM 
Dux1T; and again, upon ſome other occaſion, Qui Tewpla et ten 
non patriam fed FRADAM PUTAT. Not to mention a remarkable 
inſtance of the vulgar Latin phraſe, Repinam arbitratils cf, retaining the 
true force and ſpirit of the Greek referred to by Dr. CLARKE; beſides 
various authorities, demonſtrating that the primitive Chriſtians under- 
ſtood the paſſage in the very ſenſe here delivered. Can you fill flatter 
yourſelf, that it will be ſufficient to fave your credit, to denominate the 

whole 


. ( 28 ) 
5 whole a Socinian interpretation? Perhaps, upon trial, you would be 
1 much at a loſs, even to define this term of reproach, which, merely to 
} | apologize for your own deficiencies, you have ſo raſhly and indiſcrimi- 
nately applied to men of very different principles: But neither indeed is 
it a matter of any kind of conſequence; for the queſtion among ſincere 
and learned men, 1s not whether an interpretation be convenient, but 
whether it be Juſt;—not whether it will ſerve his or that man's opinion, 
but whether it be agreeable to the eſtabliſhed rules of ſound criticiſm. 
Good God! That a Divine of the Church of England, bred up in a 
nurſery of PROTESTANTS, and profeſſing to inſtruct youth in the articles 
of faith, ſhould have recourſe to arguments and evaſions, which even an 
. Emiſſary of Rome would at this time of day be aſhamed of! How little, 
4 how very little concern muſt that man feel for the genuine unadulterated 
truths of the Goſpel, who can fo eaſily perſuade his conſcience to acquieſce 
* in the ſentiments of a PARTY, and be content to reſt the proof of his 
3 . principles, upon his Reader's ignorance, and the errors of an Engliſh 
1 tranſlation! e 


Again; With reſpect to the next paſſage, In HIM are hid all the treaſures 
/ <viſdem and knowledge ; + is it at all fair to refer your readers to the 
ſacred writings, for a text that has no exiſtence but in your own fanciful 
brain? Is it honeſt to introduce, as a ſeparate and detached propoſition 
indiſputably expreſſive of certain eſſential attributes inherent in CHRIST, 
words that carry with them no ſenſe but in their connection, and which 
it is apparent from a bare inſpection of the paſſage, do not relate to the 
perſon of CuRIST at all? for the true words are not [in HIM, ] as falſely 
quoted by you, but [*y.7 in which] and the antecedent referred to is the 
MYSTERY of that divine ceconomy of Gop, even the FaTHER, and of 
CnR1sT; even the e ſaid by the Apoſtle to have been Hip from 
ages and generations. So that the force of your argument depends 
entirely upon dropping the obvious connection of the Words, and I- 
PIOUSLY ſubſtituting in their place a PpRoPOSTTIOoN no where to be met 
with in all the ſacred writings. What more horrid ſacrilege can there 
be, than that of polluting the fountains of Eternal Life, to ſerve an 
OPINION? 


But 


+ Col. ii. z. * Col. i. 26. 
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But you proceed; © Becauſe the term God is ſometimes uſed in a lower 
e ſenſe, and they are abuſively called Gods, unto whom the word of God 
&« came, &c.” We know there is a rhetorical, as well as a poetical licence, 
and on that account we conceive you to mean no more by the term 
abuſively, than the tranſlation of a word from its immediate and particular 
ſignification, to that which is 4% proper, an approximating to an abuſe 
of language. It cannot be denied, that you are now and then happy in 
the exhibition of a ſhred of oratory; but this is neither a time nor a 
ſubject ſuitable to its application; for we cannot bring ourſelves to think 
that any part of the ſcripture, upon the sI1NCERITY of which depend all 
our hopes in life, and all our comfort in death, ſhould ever be lightly 
treated “ by the rattling tongue of ſaucy and audacious Eloquence.” 
You ſhould conſider, Sir, that the APPELLATION, Which you have deno- 
minated ABUSIVE, was, in the inſtance alluded to, appropriated, under 
the immediate direction of Gop himſelf, to the Prophets and Judges of 
the people; and our Saviour appeals to the very words which that term 
of your's ſeems to have a tendency to repudiate; nay more, he urges this 
very paſſage to the Jews, in a manner peculiarly forcible, accompanied 
with this ever-memorable declaration, That the SCRIPTURE, THIS VERY 
SCRIPTURE ſhall never be broken. The improper uſe of a word which, in 
the ſenſe of Grammarians, is no more than its figurative uſe, muſt not be 
_ underſtood to conſtitute a real ?mpropriety of language; for this would be 
to condemn, without exception, all the metaphorical expreſſions, and 
figurative alluſions, that are any where to be met with in any writings 
"ſacred or profane. It is a certain matter of fact, that the Scriptures have 
actually adapted the word God to a ſubor dinate condition; and if we 
allow that it is done ABUSIVELY in your ſenſe, you muſt grant, on the 
other hand, that it is done PROPERLY in our's. To dilcover in what 
inſtances this has been done, you have no reaſon to expect that we ſhould 
truſt to your examination or report; and you mult not think us im- 
pertinent, if we tranſcribe the whole paſſage above alluded to, notwith- 
ſtanding it ſeems to have given you ſo much offence. Jeſus anſwered 
them, Is it not written in your Lew, TI ſaid ye are Gods? It he called them 
Gods unto whom the word of God came, and the Scripture CANNOT BE BROKEN; 
ſay ye of him whom the FaTatr bath ſanctiſied and ſent into the world, 


Thou vlaſphemeſt, y_ I jaid I on the Son of God: Lou cannot but 
1 3 _ eaſily 


. John x. 34, 35, 36. 


(90-1: 

eafily comprehend, that the poignancy of our Saviour's expoſtulation, 
wholly depends upon the sTRICT PROPRIETY of that term, which, if 
we allow you to call apusrve, it muſt be with that limitation which we 


already have, and which you a, ah to have ſpecified. 


7 


But there is no end of combating the fantoms which fruitful imagi- 
nations firſt create, and then under the influence of a fatal deluſion would 
force upon the world for realities. It will be ſufficient to obſerve of 


the remaining texts, that upon conſulting the context, we find, that in 
all the paſſages, you induſtriouſiy keep out of ſight all the limitations and 


diſtindlions that are ſuggeſted and referred to in thoſe very paſſages themſelves. 


Thus, with reſpect to the honour due to the Son, both the reaſon and 
end of this honour is referred to the Glory of God the FaTaer: + And 


the Son's exaltation 1s expreſsly deſcribed in the very paſſage you quote, 
to the Gop of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the FarHER or GLory, and what 
ſhews the extreme futility of your quotation, together with your wonderful 
inattention to the conſequences; all the terms of amplification there 
advanced, are in expreſs words applied to the FarHER's mighty power, 


exerciſed in Chriſt's exaltation, ſubſequent to hisdeath and burial, when 


He ſet him at his own right hand, in the heavenly places, far above all prin- 
cipalities and powers, and put all things under his feet, though it be 


manifeſt, according to St. Paul's own obſervation, that He is excepted 
which did put all things under him; to whom alſs the Son el, muſt Le 
6 futjett, that Gop MAY BE ALL IN ALI. 


"And with reſpe&t to the cluſter of ls here -ointed at, the in- 
aki enquirer, upon the firſt reading, cannot but diſcover them to be 


nothing to the preſent purpoſe; if he will but keep in view what is every 


where preſerved in Scripture, and referred to by the generality of the 
ancient Fathers, in their comments upon thoſe very texts, the diſtinction 


between the efficient and the miniſtering cauſe. The agency of infericr 


cauſes is alluded to, we had almoſt ſaid, in every page of ScrIPTURE; 


and it is the conſtant, uninterrupted anguage of the primitive Church, | 
Alium PER n omnia, alium A Quo omnia.“ 


1 Thus 
+ PEE v. 22, 23. 1 Epheſ. 1. 17, 19, 20, 21. ON Cor. xv. 27, 28. 
u There. is but ONE Go, the FATHER, ( 3) OF WHOM are all things, and we in 


him, and one Lord Tefus rin, 0 BY WHOM are all dränge, and we by him. x Cor. viii. 6. 
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Thus when we had expected your powers to have mounted, and your 
efforts to have ſucceeded one another with redoubled force, we find your 
movements to be affected with a langour to be Pn”. your nerves 


are in their infancy again, and have no vigour in them.“ 


. Thoſe proofs which at firſt dazzled us with a momentary blaze, appear 
now like the unſubſtantial creations of oppoſite mirrours, which being 
nothing but reflections of reflections, each one is {till fainter than another. 

and thoſe that are laſt produced, the remoteſt and weakeſt of all. 


It would be wngeneroys to purſue you any further; for though you ſtill 

continue to ſhoot out your arrows, even bitter words, yet they are directed 
to no object that e are concerned for, and fall with an oi] that 
deſtroys their «whole effe#. And whatever reaſon your diſcerning friends 
might at firſt ſuppoſe they had, to congratulate themſelves upon their 
choice of a leader, yet now ſince your overthrow, you can expect no other 
than to be diſgraced, and diſmiſſed the ſervice. And where is the party 
that will receive you? For at the very Inſtant when you thought © full 
< {urely, your g greatneſs was a ripening,” you have given to the world a 
moſt convincing proof, that you“ wear your dagger in your mouth, w_ 
that © mere prattle without practice is all your nant oo 


And now may we be allowed to expreſs our wiſhes for one important 
event! That (ſince this place is pecularly ſet apart for the diſcuſſion of 
religious ſubjects, and it neceſſarily t be, that in the preſent ſtate of 

affairs, controverſies will ariſe, which if managed with candour, decency, 

and charity, may be made at laſt to center in "the general utility of the 

public) theſe matters may for the future be confined to a place of alter- 
cation better adapted to that purpoſe, than the CHuxcH or Gop ; and 
that hereafter no encouragement may be given to ANV MAN, to aſcend 
that SACRED eminence to which his profeſſion may occaſionally entitle 

him, with a profeſſed de/ign to ſpit his venom in the very face of the 
congregation. Are the doctrines of the eſtabliſhed Church every where 
impugned ? Let us join in an amicable and united labour to ſearch the 
ſcriptures, to ſee firſt of all whether theſe things BE 80. Have the ſcrip- 
tures themſelves been abuſed and miſrepreſented? Let us agree to read 


them 


( 32 ) 
them more did en 25 o examine them more ſtrictiy, and to judge of them 
more imparliaſiy, than has hitherto been generally done. In ſuch cir- 
cumſtances we may be ſure, that RIGHT REASON muſt ultimately prevail, 
that one TxuTH like one Sux, however it may for a time be forced 


to combat with clouds and tempeſts, will at laſt break forth, diſpel the 


darkneſs of 1ophiſtry and error, and diffuſe an * ;table luſtre, and happy 
{erenity over the whole Chr, ſtian world, 


We are, &c. 


Cambridge, March 2, 1772. 
„ N | 
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